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CEO's Welcome
It’s hard to believe that 2016 has
flown by so quickly! We are well and
truly into planning for the next
season with many bookings already
secured for 2017.
Looking back, I am proud to report that we had a fantastic 552 young
people on 55 voyages in 2016. We couldn’t have done it without our
committed volunteers, so thank you for your continued support.
Refit is going well for the big boats. Alba Venturer was lifted out in Fairlie
in December for a quick once over, and has now returned to James Watt
Dock to complete her refit in the water. Alba Explorer is having extensive
work carried out at Fairlie Quay and will return to James Watt Dock in
March. We will be needing volunteers to help out on the next refit
weekend - further information about the refit are detailed in this
newsletter.
We had great news at the end of November when we secured a
further three years funding from CashBack for Communities, and in
December we also heard that we were successful for 3 year funding from
the Big Lottery towards young carers voyages. Further details about both
these funds are in this newsletter and are also available on the website.
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Thanks to KPMG for
printing our newsletter!

We are working hard to plan the annual training seminar in February
which will see around 100 of you joining us in Stirling for a weekend
of training and socialising. It’s shaping up to be a great weekend.
I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter.
Best wishes and fair winds for 2017,

Nick

Alba Volunteer

Our 2017 programme is out now on our
website! Plenty of great opportunities to
charter, train or simply join the crew.
Don’t forget to also keep checking our
online notice board if you’re keen to get
out soon.
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Arran Sportive – A Smashing Success!
As you will remember, at the time
of the last newsletter we were
busily preparing for the first ever
Arran Sportive. On a breezy
Saturday morning in September,
more than 200 riders set off to make their way
around Arran’s gorgeous coastline, some hoping for
PBs, others just for a fun day out.
We are happy to be able to say that the event was a
resounding success, with positive feedback from
participants and volunteers alike. Not only was the
event enjoyed by all, but with the final figures in it
also raised an incredible
Scotland!

£11,000

for OYT

We’d like to say a MASSIVE thank you to everyone
who helped out on the day: we could not have done
it without you. Your enthusiasm in cheering on the
riders was indispensable and one of the most
common positives in rider feedback!
This year we’re hoping to make the Sportive even
bigger and better and as such, we need your help
again! If you’re available on the 9th of September
and would be willing to help us to make this
event a success,
give
us
a
call
or
email
madeleine@OYTScotland.org.uk.
We
have a huge variety of roles to choose from, so
there will be something for everyone.

We are pleased to announce two new supporters to
OYT Scotland: JRG Charitable Trust and Zurich
Community Trust.
We received a £1,000 grant from JRG Charitable Trust
in Nov 2016. The trust was founded by the late James
Gibb, a keen yachtsman. Mr Gibb was a chairman of
the Clyde Yacht Clubs’ Association and a commodore
of the Royal Western Yacht Club and the Royal
Gourock Yacht Club, as well as an admiral of the
Mudhook Yacht Club.
Zurich Community Trust made a £1,600 grant to OYT
Scotland in December 2016 to
support the winter refit for
Alba Explorer and Alba
Venturer.
Many thanks to both trusts for
this vital funding!

AGM
Our Annual General Meeting took place on the 5th of
November. Minutes from this meeting will shortly be
uploaded to the OYT Scotland Website.
The above photo is of our Board of Directors, who
welcomed three new members at the AGM: Heather
Prince, Gillian O’Neil and Richard Philips. (Gillian not
pictured)
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Ocean Youth Trust Scotland (OYT Scotland) is pleased to be selected as
one of the 17 groups to be awarded funding to help some of Scotland’s
most disadvantaged young people. “On Course with CashBack” will
provide exemplary youth work to help raise the attainment, aspirations
and ambition of disadvantaged young people across Scotland.
Over the next three years, this programme will enable an additional 280
young people from across Scotland to take part in our life-changing
residential voyages, helping them develop the skills to move them onto
positive destinations.

Big Lottery Bonus
We are excited to announce that OYT Scotland has received funding
for another long term scheme, the CORAL (Carers on Residential
Adventurous Learning) Project. A total of 27 young carers’ groups from
across Scotland will benefit from this funding, with ten young carers and
two adult group leaders on each five-day residential voyage.
“We are absolutely delighted to be supported by the Big Lottery Fund for our CORAL project” states Chief Executive
Officer Nick Fleming. “We have previously worked with young carers groups and have had great success having
them on board, but this project will enable us to reach out to many more deserving young people.”
Voyages with OYT Scotland’s CORAL project will aim to provide young carers with a respite from their caring duties
as well as a chance to be with other young people with caring duties. Louise Morgan, Young Carers Development
Manager at Carers Trust Scotland said: “Young carers will benefit enormously from these voyages – not only are
they getting a break from the caring role, but they will get the chance to get to know other young carers, work as
part of a team and learn new skills in what can be a very challenging, but fun environment. Young carers workers
tell us time and again that they see young carers blossom in these situations, and they come home more confident
young people with a new perspective on their lives".

Refit
As always it’s all hands on deck with our refit weekends. If you can spare a couple of days to come along and help out it
would be very much appreciated – and we will of course provide lots of tea and cake!
25th – 26th February working on Alba Explorer in Fairlie
•
•

There will be no accommodation on the vessel, so you must have somewhere to stay – or of course you can just
come for one day.
If you’d like to help, please call the office or email Dave (David@oytscotland.org.uk) so that we know you’re
coming along.

Malcolm is also looking for volunteers to help out with Alba Volunteer at Kip Marina
– contact malcolm@oytscotland.org.uk
There may be another refit weekend in February for Alba Venturer, but this is not yet confirmed. Keep an eye
on our Facebook page for updates on this.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Will Laird
We are excited to announce that this year Will
Laird, one of our volunteers, will be running the
Virgin Money London Marathon in April. Will has
been generously donating his time to OYT
Scotland since 2012, but this year he’s going the
extra mile by aiming to fundraise at least £1750
for us as well.
Not always such a keen runner, Will says:
“If you had asked me 5 years ago whether I would
run a marathon I would have thought you must
be joking. However, having run several 10ks and
half-marathons over the past few years and had
a great time every time, running a full marathon
now seems like the logical progression. I am
running the marathon primarily to prove to
myself that I can; and I know that raising money for such a worthwhile cause as Ocean
Youth Trust Scotland will keep me going every step of the way.”
To support Will and OYT Scotland, just donate online at Virgin Money Giving – leave
him a wee message of encouragement as he trains for this challenge.

OYT Scotland Shore Groups
Get involved with one of the shore
groups and help promote the Trust,
raise funds, make like-minded friends
and stay connected off the water.
Upcoming shore group meetings

Aberdeen – 4th May
6.30pm start, please contact

secretary@oytscotland-northeast.org.uk
for location info.

Donation of Whisper II
At the end of December the Trust
was thrilled to receive the donation of
Whisper II from Les and Sue Batt. Les
and Sue, from Aberdeen, have been
enthusiastic sailors most of their lives
and
for
many
years Les was
Commodore of Aberdeen and
Stonehaven yacht club.
They bought Whisper II, a Sadler 34 in
1990, and sailed on the West Coast until a
couple of years ago. They were regular
sailors from Troon, and participants in the 3 Peaks Race.
They hugely enjoyed their sailing and now that they have retired wanted to give
others the same opportunity to enjoy the magic of West Coast sailing.

Edinburgh – 7th February
6pm, Royal Dick Bar, Summerhall

Glasgow – TBC
See OYT Scotland Website for updates

They are aware that the Trust can’t
operate the vessel itself but the
money raised from her sale will
help young people get afloat in
years to come.
The Trust is hugely appreciative of
this great gift. Les and Sue are
pictured having signed her over to
Malcolm and Sandy at their home
in Aberdeen.
Whisper II is currently at Troon where she is being serviced prior to sale.

Clyde – 30th March
6.30pm, OYT Scotland Office (and
onwards to the James Watt Pub)
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