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Welcome to the Autumn 2018 edition of the OYT Scotland newsletter. 
 
We’re nearing the end of another busy and successful sailing season at 
Ocean Youth Trust Scotland. Feedback from our young people has been 
exceptional, which is testament to the sea staff and volunteers who 
deliver our voyages. Thank you to you all. 
 
Our third annual Arran Sportive in August was a tremendous success. 
Despite last minute ferry cancellations, we saw more than 130 cyclists 
successfully take on the challenge. I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all those who took part in the Sportive, with special thanks to 
the staff and volunteers who ensure all runs safely and smoothly on 
the day. 
 
As the sailing season ends, refit is just around the corner and as ever 
we’re appealing for volunteers to help. If you have any spare time at 
all, your support would be hugely appreciated. On Friday 2 November, 
we will hold our AGM at 11am at the Beacon Arts Centre, Greenock. I 
hope to catch up with you there, failing that at the Seminar in February 
2019.  
 
Finally, as Ocean Youth Trust Scotland approaches its 20th anniversary, 
we’re asking all our supporters to consider taking on a challenge to 
support the Trust in 2019. Whether it’s running a 10k, holding a bake 
sale or doing a sky dive, we’d love it if you would do it in aid of OYT 
Scotland to ensure we can continue providing adventure under sail for 
another 20 years. 
 
Best wishes and thank you to everyone  
for your ongoing support. 

Chairman’s Welcome 

Dates for your diary 
 
Membership Renewal 1st Nov 
You can renew online via the 
website or by getting in touch with 
the office. 
 
AGM 2nd Nov 
Beacon Arts Centre, Greenock at 
11am 
 
Mini Seminar 3rd/4th Nov 
Cumbrae Watersports Centre. 
Contact david@oytscotland.org.uk 
for information. 
 
Training Seminar 16th/17th Feb  
Stirling Court Hotel, Stirling 

mailto:david@oytscotland.org.uk
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After sailing with us on an individual’s voyage this summer, one young crew 
member was so inspired by her time on board that she set herself a challenge  
to fundraise for Ocean Youth Trust Scotland and help other young people  
enjoy their own adventure under sail. 
 
Using her creative talents, Gracie (age 14) set up a face painting stall at 
the campsite she stays at over the summer months. Welcoming children 
and families who were enjoying their summer holidays, Gracie raised an 
amazing £725 for OYT Scotland! She has chosen to put it towards our  
Assisted Berth Scheme which provides financial support for young people  
who would not otherwise be able to come on our voyages. 
 
A huge thank you and well done to Gracie for her marvellous effort! 
 
If Gracie has inspired you to set up your own fundraising challenge, we’d love to 
hear about it. Contact fundraising@oytscotland.org.uk or give the office a call on 
01475 722 722. 
 

14 year old raises money for OYT Scotland! 

Scotland’s Boat Show  
 
On the 12 t h  –  14 t h  October,  Alba Venturer wil l  be at Kip 
Marina for Scotland’s Boat Show.  
 
A couple of our young volunteers wil l  also be speaking 
about their experience sai l ing with us on Saturday 13 t h  at  
1:30pm in the pavil ion . 
 
The show is the perfect opportunity to bring  along friends 
and family  to see the boat ,  or anyone that might be 
interested in gett ing involved with the Trust .  

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to 
keep up to date with what’s going on. 

We also post last minute available sea 
staff berths and refit weekends. 

 

“I particularly liked being able 
to develop my love of sailing 
and take a further step down 

the road of working in sail 
training. I learnt loads, made 

some amazing friends and had 
lots and lots of fun.” 

 
Gracie after her voyage in July 
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As we near the end of the season, we've welcomed the final lot of this year's 
CashBack for Communities voyages. Since the last newsletter, four more 
groups have sailed with us: 

 Midlothian CLD 

 Police Scotland Youth Volunteering 

 Larkhall Academy 

 Inverness High School 
 

On Course with CashBack is designed to build the skills of young people at 
risk of poorer outcomes. At the end of the second year of funding, the 
outcomes are extremely positive and we're looking forward to building on 
these successes next season. 
 

On Course with CashBack 
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"Before the trip I didn't 
really know if I'd get on 
with anybody because I 

don't really talk to 
anybody in school but 
we actually gelled as a 

team on board." 

"I feel like I've got 
a bit more 

confident and I've 
learnt so much 

from being here." 
 

Our young carers project has welcomed our final 7 groups; Cowal & Bute, 
Wallace High School, Y Sort-It, Falkirk & Clackmannanshire, Fife, Perth & 
Kinross, and East Dunbartonshire. 
  
The groups had loads of fun on board making pizza, spotting Minke 
Whales, and hosting a recycled items fashion show!  
  

"The best bit was learning all new things" 
 
Some of the words our young carers have used to describe their voyage 
are "life changing", "awesome", and "something totally different" 
  
A huge thank you to all of our volunteers who made these voyages fun 
and educational for our young carers, ensuring they got the most out of 
their week of respite. 
 

CORAL Project 
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20th Birthday Challenge 

On the 15th September over 130 cyclists made their way 
to the Isle of Arran for the 3rd annual Arran Sportive. 
Raising over £3000 for OYT Scotland, the event was a 
great success and was a great opportunity to raise the 
profile of the charity. We hope next year to make it even 
bigger and better! 
  
Next year's Sportive will take place on Saturday 14th 
September and we're looking for a title sponsor for the 
event. If your business or employer might be interested in 
sponsoring the event, please contact 
fundraising@oytscotland.org.uk. 
 

Arran Sportive 

This winter, we are running a number of shore based 
courses in Aberdeen and Greenock. 

Aberdeen: Contact northeast@oytscotland.org.uk       
Day Skipper Theory, RYA First Aid, RYA Diesel Engine 

Greenock: Contact david@oytscotland.org.uk 
Yachtmaster Ocean and Yachtmaster Offshore Theory 

 

Shore Based Courses 
Next year, we will be celebrating OYT Scotland's 20th 
Anniversary! We're planning some special events 
throughout the year but you can start getting involved 
now.  
 
Take on a challenge in 2019 to raise funds to ensure that 
we can continue to deliver life changing voyages for 
another 20 years and beyond. Whether it's running in an 
event, zip lining across a canyon, or giving up chocolate, 
there's lots of ways you can raise money. Leading the 
charge is our Chief Executive Nick, who is undertaking a 
55km ultra-marathon! 
  
Have an idea or need some advice? Contact 
fundraising@oytscotland.org.uk to have a chat. 
 

Shore Group Meetings  
 
Aberdeen 
15 t h  October  
Contact:  northeast@oytscotland.org.uk  
 
Edinburgh 
Late November, date tbc  
Contact:  
forthandborders@oytscotland.org.uk  
 
Clyde 
25 t h  October 
Contact:  andrew@oytscotland.org.uk   
 

At the end of August our Fundraising Officer Amanda 
Carlisle set off on a new adventure, sailing from Spain 
to St Lucia with the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers on a 
Lagoon 450 F catamaran.  

I’m sure you’ll join us in thanking her for all her hard 
work over the last 2 years and wish her all the best 
on her travels! 

 

A New Adventure for Amanda 

To celebrate the ongoing success of On Course with 
CashBack and showcase the incredible difference it 
has made to hundreds of young people, we are 
hosting a Reception event at the Scottish Parliament 
on the 14th November. We will welcome young 
people who have sailed with us, MSPs from across 
Scotland, funders and supporters. 
 

Parliamentary Reception 
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